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S ince  Sep tember  2023 , He len  
Coombs , p rev ious l y  depu ty  head  fo r  
11  yea r s  and  teache r  s i n ce  2008 . 
Educa ted  loca l l y  a t  S imon  Lang ton  
G i r l s ’ Gr ammar  Schoo l , fo l l owed  by  a  
deg ree  i n  educa t ion  a t  Ro l l e  Co l l ege , 
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  P l ymouth , spec i a l i s i n g  i n  
ea r l y  yea r s . She  ha s  ga i ned  a  p l e thor a  
o f  a cc red i t a t ions  -  ‘ enough  modu le s  
to  comp le te  seve r a l  mas te r s  ove r,’ 
s he  l aughs , i n c l ud ing  SENCo, menta l  
hea l t h  f i r s t  a i d  and  p rov i s ion  fo r  
ch i l d ren  who have  su f fe red  t r auma . 
She  ha s  a  s t rong  loya l t y  and  re spec t  
fo r  he r  s t a f f  and  ca l l s  t he  fo r mer  
head  he r  ‘ g rea t  mentor.’

Pup i l s  s ay  she ’s  ‘ k i nd  and  you  wan t  to  
p l ea se  he r.’ Pa ren t s  s ay  she ’s  ‘ l ove l y ’ , 
‘ an  advoca te  fo r  the  ch i l d ren ’ and  
‘wor k s  rea l l y  ha rd  beh ind  the  s cenes  
to  make  th i ng s  happen ’ . ‘A  beacon  o f  
t he  s choo l ’s  f am i l y  e thos ’ , a c cord ing  
to  ano the r  pa ren t  -  pe rhaps  
cemented  when  she  bough t  he r  f i r s t  
c a r  f rom one  o f  t he  founder s  fo r  £50 !

Her  home ly  o f f i ce  fee l s  l i ke  a  re fuge , 
w i th  i t s  c a lm ing  co lou r s  and  comfy  
so f a  -  no  su r p r i se  cons ide r i ng  he r  
open , hones t , and  gen t l e  v i be . On the  
she l ve s  i s  he r  ‘ be i ng  g reen ’ book  
( re f l e c t i ng  he r  focus  on  ‘ empower ing  
pup i l s ’ to  be  more  su s t a i nab le )  and  
on  he r  desk  i s  a  pa i n ted  s tone  (made  

and  g i f t ed  by  a  pup i l , t r ea su red  
th rough  he r  ca ree r ) . ‘ Tha t ’s  wha t  i t ’s  
a l l  abou t ,’ s he  s ay s .

And  wh i l e  he r  fox - red  l ab , B l uebe l l , i s  
too  young  to  be  t r u s ted  w i th  the  so f t  
f u r n i sh i ng s  ye t , puppy  s choo l  ha s  
s t a r ted  and  she ’s  l ook ing  fo rward  to  
g r adua t i ng  to  S t  Fa i t h ’s  a s  a  read ing  
dog  soon . Never  have  the  words  on  
the  pa i n ted  s tone  been  more  ap t : 
‘ Pa t i ence  i s  a  v i r t ue .’

‘ The re ’s  no  room fo r  s topp ing  a t  S t  
Fa i t h ’s ,’ s he  te l l s  u s , c l ea r l y  an  
approach  tha t  sp i l l s  i n to  he r  l i fe  
beyond  the  s choo l  –  be  i t  c abb ing  he r  
t eenage  ch i l d ren  a round , r unn ing , 
c yc l i n g  o r  cook ing  fo r  f r i ends  ( rocky  
roads  and  roa s t s , i f  you ’re  a s k i ng ! ) . 
S k i i n g  i s  he r  rea l  pa s s ion , enab l i ng  
he r  to  wh i s k  S t  Fa i t h ’s  to  the  s lopes  
eve r y  yea r  where  pup i l s  ge t  a  t a s te  o f  
‘Ac t ion  Mr s  Coombs ’ . A  f a r mer ’s  
daugh te r, she  l i ve s  i n  the  v i l l a ge  i n  
he r  o r i g i na l  f am i l y  home w i th  he r  
c lo se - kn i t  f am i l y  a s  ne i ghbour s . She  i s  
j o i ned  by  he r  g r andch i l d ren  a t  t he  
s choo l .

  . . .happy children, good 
manners, focused teaching, 
high expectations and jolly 
good 11+  results.
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F rom age  2  i n to  nu r se r y. 
Admi s s ions  i n to  any  yea r  
g roup, i n c l ud ing  m id - yea r, 
i f  spaces  a re  ava i l ab l e . 
Recep t ion , yea r  3  and  yea r  
5  mos t  popu l a r  en t r y  
po in t s . Academica l l y  
non - se l ec t i ve  bu t  t a s te r  
day s  requ i red  to  a s se s s  
‘ appropr i a te  behav iou r.’ 
Two t a s te r  day s  fo r  SEN .

At  11+ , 80 -90  pe r  cen t  to  
loca l  g r ammar s , no tab ly  S i r  
Roger  Manwood ' s , S imon  
Lang ton  Gr ammar  Schoo l  
fo r  Boys , S imon  Lang ton  
G i r l s ’ Gr ammar  Schoo l , 
Ba r ton  Cour t  Gr ammar  
Schoo l , Dover  Gr ammar  
Schoo l  fo r  G i r l s , Dover  
Gr ammar  Schoo l  fo r  Boys  
and  Dane  Cour t  Gr ammar  
Schoo l . The  re s t  head  o f f  
to  loca l  i ndependen t  
s choo l s  such  a s  S t  
Edmund ’s , S t  Lawrence  
Co l l ege , and  Dover  
Co l l ege . I n  2023 , 15  
s cho l a r sh ip s .

EXIT

(2022-2023)  

YEAR 6 ELIGIBILITY 
FOR A GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL PLACE: 



When , back  i n  1987 , fou r  
d i s i l l u s ioned  London  teache r s  
s tumbled  upon  a  wh i te  V i c to r i an  
v i l l a ge  house  i n  the  v i l l a ge  o f  Ash , 
t hey  a l l  a g reed  i t  was  a  ‘ l e ap  o f  f a i t h ’ 
to  found  a  new schoo l  -  bu t  l e ap  they  
d id  and  S t  Fa i t h ’s  was  bor n , g row ing  
f rom a  hand fu l  o f  pup i l s  to  a  
succes s f u l  educa t iona l  commun i t y.
There ’s  no  sweep ing  d r i ve , impres s i ve  
f a çade  o r  g l i t z y  repu ta t ion  bu t  the re  
a re  happy  ch i l d ren , good  manner s , 
focused  teach ing , h i gh  expec ta t ions  
and  jo l l y  good  11+ re su l t s . Pa ren t s  
s ay  i t  i s  ‘ un s tu f f y ’ and  ba re l y  fee l s  
i ndependen t  a t  a l l .

The  oh - so  f am i l i a r  se l f -por t r a i t  
s choo l  t ea  towe l s , r epur posed  a s  
bun t i ng  i n  the  ou tdoor  p l ay  a rea  o f  
ea r l y  yea r s , i s  ve r y  S t  Fa i t h ’s  -  w i th  
i t s  home ly, we l come v ibe . Here , t he  
i n t ima te  quad  i s  su r rounded  by  busy  
c l a s s rooms  w i th  rem inder s  tha t  ‘ t he  
wor ld  i s  f u l l  o f  d i f fe ren t  peop le ’ 
a long s ide  na tu re  mob i l e s , a  s t r i ng  o f  
decor a ted  under pan t s , hand  puppe t s  
and  we l l i e s  a t  t he  ready.

We jo i ned  some t i n i e s  a round  the  
t adpo le  t ank , de l i gh t i ng  i n  spo t t i ng  
the  f i r s t  f rog , wh i l e  o lde r  ch i l d ren  i n  
ano the r  c l a s s  were  focused  on  
t r ad i t i ona l  handwr i t i n g  p r ac t i ce . They  
were  r i gh t l y  p roud  o f  t he i r  l e t t e r  

fo r mat ion , a s  we l l  a s  t he i r  t imes  t ab l e  
p r ac t i ce  –  some were  a l so  do ing  a  
sp l a t t e r i ng  o f  read ing . The  na tu re  
ga rden  i s  a l so  an  ou tdoor  space  fo r  
cu r ious  exp lo re r s , we  were  to ld .

O ld - s choo l  wooden  desk s  i n  o lde r  
yea r s  c l a s s rooms  add  to  the  
t r ad i t i ona l  v i be , wh i l e  co r r i dor s  
s to r i ng  books , c r i c ke t  c lobber  and  
we l l i e s  s i gna l  a  l i ved - i n  s choo l . 
Se t t i ng  i n  ma th s  and  Eng l i s h  k i c k s  i n  
f rom yea r  2 , and  b reak t ime  focus  
g roups  –  a s  we l l  a s  ea r l y  mor n ing  
s tudy  s k i l l s  -  a re  ro t a ted  to  ensu re  
no -one  s l i p s  th rough  the  ne t . ‘Not  
l e av i ng  any th i ng  to  chance ,’ pa ren t s  
approve . We j umped  i n to  a  l e s son  on  
The  H i ghwayman  where  yea r  5 s  were  
sens i t i ve l y  wr i t i n g  a l t e r na t i ve  end ing s  
u s i ng  Su r f a ce  P ros  ( touch  t yp ing  
t augh t  i n  yea r  3 ) .

Pup i l s  s ay  they  l i ke  the  Acce le r a ted  
Reader  p rog r amme because  i t  focuse s  
on  ‘ r ea l  books ’ and  they  love  ge t t i ng  
the  ‘word  m i l l i ona i re ’ badges  where  
‘ r ead ing  any th i ng  coun t s .’ The  eco  
war r io r s ’ book  swap  ha s  gone  down a  
s to r m , we ’re  to ld . Pa ren t s  s ay  they  
‘ t r u s t  t he  teache r s ’ and  va l ue  the  m ix  
o f  exper i enced  ones  w i th  newer  
b lood .

OVERVIEW

Page  3



F rench , Span i sh  and  Ger man  i s  t augh t  
f rom nur se r y  by  a  spec i a l i s t  t eache r, 
s t a r t i ng  w i th  songs  i n  nu r se r y. 
‘Under s t and ing  the  l anguage  o f  
l anguage ,’ no t  j u s t  ‘m ind le s s  l i s t s  o f  
nouns ,’ s t a f f  s t r e s s . Tr ue  to  fo r m , yea r  
3  were  embar k i ng  on  a  speedy  game o f  
Span i sh  b i ngo , wh i ch  we  t r i ed  to  keep  
up  w i th . I n  yea r  6 , pup i l s  spec i a l i s e  i n  
one  o f  t he se  l anguages , w i th  a  se l ec t  
g roup  a l so  s tudy ing  La t i n .

Comput i ng  i s  on  the  up  -  s choo l  i s  
cu r ren t l y  awa i t i n g  12  new robot s
and  the re ' s  a  d r i ve  to  embed  d i g i t a l  
l e a r n i ng  w i th  spec i a l i s t
t each ing . Su r f a ce  P ros  f rom Yea r  4  (on  
a  pay  a s  you  go  s cheme) .
B i g  on  cod ing ; n i f t y  w i th  C AD. A  yea r  6  
c l a s s  were  rec rea t i ng  the  f ron t  o f  t he  
s choo l  -  shou ld  they  eve r  wan t  a  
re fu rb , t he re  a re  homegrown a r ch i t ec t s  
on  t ap !

Pa ren t s  p r a i se  the  suppor t  fo r  SEN , 
s ay i ng  teache r s  ‘ t a ke  t ime  to  ge t  i t  
r i gh t ,’ a l t hough  some to ld  u s  they  
emp loy  suppor t  ou t s i de  s choo l , no t  
wan t i ng  to  ‘m i s s  ou t  on  c l a s s  t ime ’ . The  
12  pe r  cen t  on  the  SEN reg i s t e r  
(na t iona l  ave r age )  a re  ma in l y  
suppor ted  fo r  dy s l ex i a  bu t  a l so  
dy sp r ax i a , au t i sm and  v i sua l  
impa i r ment  ( and  soc i a l , emot iona l  and  
menta l  i s sue s )  by  the  exper i enced  
SENCo and  two fu l l - t ime  a s s i s t an t s , i n  
a  cen t r a l l y  l oca ted , we l l - r e sourced  
room. The  new sensor y  room i s  go ing  
down a  t rea t  –  pup i l s  s ay  i t  ‘ r ea l l y  
c a lms  me down ’ and  tha t  ‘ t he  l i gh t s  a re  
rea l l y  coo l .’ Th ree  EHCPs  when  we  
v i s i t ed .

Spor t  i s  h i gh  on  the  agenda , w i th  
pa r t i cu l a r  exc i t ement  when  team 
shee t s  a re  pos ted  fo r  f i x tu re s  i n  
c r i c ke t , hockey, foo tba l l  and  r ugby. Up  
to  s i x  t eams  p i l e  i n to  coaches  -  ‘ j u s t  
t he  exper i ence  o f  an  away  game i s  
exc i t i n g ,’ s a i d  one  pup i l , wh i l e  fo r  

o the r s  i t ’s  t he  th r i l l  o f  t he  compet i t i on  
and  hope fu l  succes s .

Seve r a l  PE  l e s sons  fo r  a l l  a  week , 
i n c l ud ing  sw imming  i n  the  15m poo l  -  
‘ t he  wa te r  i s  a c tua l l y  qu i t e  war m ,’ 
pup i l s  r eckon , and  even  those  tha t  d ip  
toes  i n  a re  p r a i sed . Spor t s  day  a  m ix  
o f  compet i t i ve  c l a s s i c s  p l u s  some fun  
ones  l i ke  s k i pp ing  r ace s , d r i bb l i n g  and  
obs t ac l e s  w i th  wa te r  guns . Th ree  c ros s  
coun t r y  compet i t i on s  a  yea r. ‘An  As t ro  
wou ld  be  n i ce ,’ s ay  pa ren t s , bu t  they  
a re  look ing  fo rward  to  the  new spor t s  
ha l l  and  apprec i a te  the  l a r ge  spor t s  
f i e l d  and  spor t s  cour t .

Dr ama  i s  a l so  b i g , and  the  l eave r s ’ p l ay  
i s  a lway s  a  ho t  t i c ke t  –  no  more  so  
than  the  upcoming  wor ld  p rem ie re  o f  
Pea r l y  Wh i te  and  the  Seven  B ros , 
wr i t t en  and  d i rec ted  i n -house . We sa t  
i n  on  a  l i ve l y  rehea r s a l  where  yea r  6  
comr ader y  revea l ed  the  pup i l s ’ s k i l l  
a round  comic  t im ing . Eve r yone  
pe r fo r ms  once  a  yea r. LAMDA 
ava i l ab l e .

Th i s  i s  a  mus i c a l  s choo l , where  eve r y  
ch i l d  l e a r n s  an  i n s t r ument  i n  c l a s s  –  
recorder  fo r  the  younges t , fo l l owed  by  
v io l i n  then  t r umpet  fo r  the  o ldes t . 
Over  ha l f  l e a r n  one  i n  an  i nd i v i dua l  
l e s son  too. Gr ades  a re  ce l eb r a ted  and  
encour aged , w i th  pup i l s  s ay i ng  i t  ‘ g i ve s  
you  someth ing  to  wor k  towards . '  
Eve r yone  pe r fo r ms , w i th  op t ions  
r ang i ng  f rom in fo r ma l  (no  pa ren t s , no  
p re s su re )  to  f u l l -on  tw i l i gh t  conce r t s . 
Ra re r  i n s t r ument s  nu r tu red  so  the  
o rches t r a  i s  f abu lous  -  we  were  
t rea ted  to  an  a f t e r noon  conce r t  w i th  
an  ec l ec t i c  reper to i re  f rom Koe lma  to  
The  Cure  to  Moza r t  –  p ro fe s s iona l , 
con f i den t  and  accomp l i shed . Th ree  
cho i r s  regu l a r l y  pe r fo r m the  l i ke s  o f  
Le s  M i se r ab le s , Caba re t , Pa r r y  and  
Shuber t , and  we  hea rd  tha t  the  recen t  
d j emba  wor k shop  was  lo t s  o f  f un . Fo r  
those  wan t i ng  to  p rog re s s  f u r the r, 
t heor y  c l ub  h i t s  t he  spo t .

   Excellent preparation for 
the 11+,  say parents
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Ar t  th roughou t , t augh t  by  a  spec i a l i s t  
f rom yea r  3  i n  a  l a r ge  b r i gh t  s tud io . 
Pa r t i cu l a r l y  good  3D -  we  s aw 
a lmos t -  good-enough - to -ea t  c ake  
s l i ce s  r i gh t  th rough  to  bandage  
s cu lp tu re s  o f  an ima l s  -  we  had  lo t s  o f  
f un  gues s i ng  wh i ch  t ypes  a s  we  
waded  th rough  the  mes sy  wor k i ng  
space . Use  o f  s ke t ch  books  ho t s  up  i n  
yea r  6  i n  p repa r a t ion  fo r  po ten t i a l  
s cho l a r sh ip  app l i c a t ions .

P l en t y  o f  ex t r acu r r i cu l a r  –  ‘ i f  you  can  
f i t  i t  i n ,’ a c cord ing  to  an  o lde r  pup i l . 
Mus i c a l , spor t y  and  academic  mos t  
popu l a r, bu t  a l so  ches s , comput i ng , 
m ind fu l  c l ub , na tu re  ga rden , 
chee r l ead ing  and  qu idd i t ch , among  
o the r s . Cook ing  c l ub  i s  a  h i t  -  
Chr i s tmas  cake  bak i ng  i s  t he  che r r y  
on  top . Pup i l s  s ay  the  teache r s  
‘ a lway s  th i nk  o f  u s  and  wha t  we  
en joy.’

The  annua l  pan to  i s  a  h i gh l i gh t  on  the  
t r i p s  f ron t , wh i l e  s k i i n g  ge t s  record  
(no t  l imb)  b reak i ng  number  o f  pup i l s , 
mos t  recen t l y  to  Se r re  Cheva l i e r. 
Nex t  up , Nor fo l k  where , a f t e r  a  day  
o f  f un  ac t i v i t i e s  i n c l ud ing  
padd leboa rd ing , pup i l s  c an  ch i l l  ou t  i n  
shepherd  hu t s  –  ‘ k i nd  o f  g l amp ing ,’ 
t hey  g i g g l ed .

A l l  yea r  6 s  ge t  to  be  p re fec t s , w i th  
sen io r  p re fec t s  mee t i ng  the  head  
eve r y  week . Lower  down , f r i endsh ip  
counc i l , e co  war r io r s , s choo l  counc i l  
and  fo r m cap ta i n s  fea tu re  among  
l eader sh ip  ro l e s . There ’s  se r ious  

kudos  to  b l a ze r  badges  he re , and  
pup i l s  d ream o f  the i r  names  e t ched  
on  the  honour  boa rds
fo r  s cho l a r sh ip s , p re fec t s ,
spor t i ng  ach i evement s , excep t iona l  
mus i c  g r ades  and  ambas sador s  –  
a l t hough  one  pup i l  r e f l e c ted , 
‘ E ve r yone  i s  r ea l l y  an  ambas sador ’ .

The  s choo l  mot to , ‘ I  c an , and  I  w i l l ,’ 
l e ave s  no  doubt  o f  e thos . ‘Nowhere  
to  h ide  fo r  any  nonsense  behav iou r,’ 
a c cord ing  to  pa ren t s , w i th  re spec t f u l  
behav iou r  i n s t i l l ed  –  a l t hough  pup i l s  
s ay  ‘ t eache r s  a ren ’ t  s t r i c t  -  we  j u s t  
know wha t  to  do ’ . A  cu l t u re  o f  
rewards  seems  to  wor k . We saw 
s i l ve rware  cab ine t s  heav i ng , a l l  r eady  
fo r  speech  day  –  even  fea tu re s  the  
Mer r yga rdens  Rose  Bow l  fo r  the  
annua l  f l ower  compet i t i on . Pa s to r a l  
c a re  a l so  commended  –  i n c l ud ing  the  
wor r y  bunny  where  no te s  a re  l e f t , 
r ead  and  ac t ioned  on  a  da i l y  ba s i s . 
‘ Somet imes  i t ’s  l i ke  mag i c ,’ one  pup i l  
con f i ded . Pup i l s  a re  g rounded . They ’re  
a sp i r a t iona l  too , w i th  goa l s  ‘ to  j ump 
80  cen t imet re s  on  my  pony ’ and  ‘ to  
become a  doc to r ’ spo t ted  on  a  PHSE  
d i sp l ay.

   This is a musical school,  where 
every child learns an 
instrument in class...

   Pupils say the teachers 
'always think of us and 
what we enjoy ' .

Page  5

   The school motto, 
' I  can and I  will ' ,  leaves 
no doubt of ethos

   Pupils are grounded. They’re 
aspirational too.



Food , se r ved  i n  the  i n fo r ma l  
d i n i ng  room, i s  good  –  we  
en joyed  mea tba l l s , wh i l e  those  
w i th  more  soph i s t i c a ted  
pa l a te s  devoured  the  pea  
r i so t to . Bu t  no th ing  i s  a s  good  
a s  the  ‘ cheesy ’ mac  n  cheese , 
we  hea rd , wh i l e  the  qua l i t y  
and  va r i e t y  fo r  those  w i th  
d i e t a r y  needs  means  ‘ no t  j u s t  
j a cke t  po ta to .’ The  s a l ad  ba r  
looked  a  b i t  so r r y.

Pa ren t s  a re  f r i end ly, open  and  
hones t  -  a  j oy  to  cha t  to . 
Many  make  cons ide r ab le  
s ac r i f i c e s  to  send  the i r  
ch i l d ren  he re , fo r  wh i ch  s t a f f  
s ay  they  have  ‘ immense  
re spec t ’ and  ‘ f ue l s  ou r  d r i ve  
fo r  succes s .’ Occa s iona l l y, 
pup i l s  l e ave  bu t  mos t  come 
back , w i th  pa ren t s  s ay i ng  tha t , 
‘ i t  was  a s  i f  we  had  neve r  l e f t ’ 
on  the i r  r e tu r n . Mos t  t r ave l  
f rom a  10 -m i l e  r ad iu s  and , a s  
soon  a s  they  spor t  t he  na t t y  
pu r p l e  w i th  go ld  edge  b l a ze r, 
t hey  fee l  t hey  be long .

Money matters
Means - te s ted  bu r sa r i e s  (10 -50  
pe r  cen t )  ava i l ab l e  fo r  ex i s t i n g  
pup i l s  whose  c i r cums tances  
have  changed .

   The bar is set high 
here and there’s a 
buy-in to achieving 
goals through 
dedication, rewards and 
praise. ‘Practice makes 
progress,’  pupils insist 
and with this clear 
mantra, anything is 
possible.
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