
 

An independent prep school and nursery for boys and girls aged 2 to 11 

St Faith’s at Ash School Limited, registered in England number 08101221 

 

 

 

9 December 2022 

Dear Parents 

We have come to the end of another busy term, which has been action packed with lots of challenges 

and many huge successes, with the children and staff having done us all proud. 

Firstly, we received a team of inspectors in from the Independent School Inspectorate to give us a 

belated Compliance and Educational Quality Inspection, which lasted a full three days. Normally, when I 

inspect schools the time positively flies but it seemed to stand still for the duration of the inspection. 

The inspection turned out to be a huge success with the children being highlighted as ‘amazing’ by the 

Reporting Inspector. I am unable to give you the exact judgements but when the report finally comes 

out, you will all be extremely pleased and proud to be part of our very special community.  

Secondly, our lovely Year 6 pupils have produced the best ever Kent and Dover Test results with the 

majority of children being eligible for a grammar school place, and once the appeals have taken place I 

have every confidence that every child who took the 11+ will be eligible for a grammar school place. We 

still have more academic achievements to come with the independent school scholarships which take 

place in the new year. The Year 6 prefects have also been outstanding with the way they have managed 

their responsibilities and tasks, and have proven themselves to be excellent role models to the younger 

children, who look up to and adore them. 

Our children have again surpassed themselves in the ABRSM and Rockstar Exams with everyone passing, 

and mostly with distinctions and merits. Paul Ainsworth and his peripatetic team have been amazing in 

the way they have prepared the children and this has been exhibited in the many concerts and 

assemblies throughout the term. Jo Woodhead also continues to support and raise standards with the 

orchestras and choirs and has been doing this to a very high standard since my arrival ten years ago.  

Sport continues to be a strong foundation block within the school and we have seen a great number of 

successes this term with the girls winning the McCarthy Cup. Yes, it finally came home after a long wait 

from 2016 when the girls won it three years in a row. The girls and boys currently head the Dover and 

District league, something we have achieved three years running now. 

Sadly, we say goodbye to Julie Haywood who we will continue to work with, as she heads off to work 

with the finance department at Wishford as a Finance Manager. She has been a loyal and supportive 

member of our family for sixteen years. Tom Hay will be replacing Julie as our Business Manager and 

joining us in January. We also say our farewells to my wife Helen Groves who has been at my side since 

arriving at St Faith’s and has promised to have a dinner on the table when I get home after she has 

returned from her travels in New Zealand. Helen’s replacement, Sophie Plummer started as our new 

Marketing Manager on 7 December and takes over the role as Registrar in the new year.  We also say a 

sad farewell to Pricilla Smith who has taken a post at Kent College Junior School nearer to her new 

home.  Maria Birsoghe joins us at the start of the Spring Term in January as a 1:1 TA support in Year 3, 

she brings a wealth of knowledge and experience as a highly qualified ABA tutor.  
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This has been a very challenging few months for the contractors who have been working on the new 

Sports hall in miserable weather and mud, with rain almost every day. Regardless, I’m delighted to say 

that they are still on track for a summer completion, so that the hall will be in use for the new academic 

year. 

Lastly, may I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year with lots of fun, laughter and 

time with friends and family.  

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 

 

 

 


