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4 January 2023 

Dear Parents 

 

A very warm welcome back to you all for what promises to be a very exciting term ahead. With a STEAM 

Day on the topic of Balloon Cars planned for the whole school on the very first day and a trip to The 

Marlowe to see Sleeping Beauty on the next day the children should be looking forward to getting back to 

school.  

 

As you are aware, towards the end of term, we experienced a full quality and compliance inspection 

which went extremely well and just after Christmas I received the full report to check. You should all be 

able to view the completed report within the next few weeks and I have every confidence that you will 

be very impressed and proud of your school. May I thank you all for your support in the questionnaire 

process and the many very flattering comments. Throughout the inspection process the children were 

remarkable and the Reporting Inspector was inspired by their work ethic, behaviour and loyalty to their 

school. 

 

A reminder to you all, that we have three new members of staff starting this term, Tom Hay who has 

replaced Julie Haywood as our Business Manager, Sophie Plummer who has started as Marketing Manager 

and Registrar, and Maria Birsoghe as a 1:1 ABA Tutor in Year 3. Please feel free to introduce yourselves 

and get to know them.  

 

On return to school many of you will notice that a good deal of progress has been made with the new 

Sports Hall. The main structure is now in place and I have been informed that the development will be 

very rapid and that poor weather is less likely to affect the building process. Work is almost complete on 

the new sensory room, thanks to Mrs Quinn and this will be a great asset to children who need a quiet 

moment away from the crowds to settle and regain their thoughts. I also need to take this opportunity to 

thank a very brave team of staff who helped me to reline the pond on what had to be the coldest day of 

the holiday, just in time for the beginning of some heavy rain to help fill it up. We all got very wet, cold 

and muddy but it proved to be a great team building exercise…well that’s what I told them anyway! 

 

Due to a lack of immunity because of the COVID lockdown we are seeing a spike in infections like flu and 

Strep A, and I urge you to continue to be vigilant with your children and keep them at home if they are 

unwell, especially if they have a high temperature. Ultimately, this will keep the staff healthy and give 

us a full teaching compliment for the remainder of term to help us maintain high standards of teaching 

and learning. Some schools are already seeing a spike in absenteeism for the start of term. 

 

We also need to be wary of any potential bad weather which might affect the opening of school and 

whilst we are experiencing the mildest winter on record it is worth remembering that the only two 

closures due to snow in the last ten years have been at the end of February. So, with that in mind, 

please keep an eye on the school website and Facebook should the weather become inclement at any 
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time and we need to close. Should we have to close due to snow we will always have the first day as a 

snow day so that you can all throw snowballs, build snowmen and go sledging but should we have to 

extend to a second day or more, we will resort to online learning. It delights me that we are so advanced 

in this area of IT that we can continue to provide quality learning and teaching should there be a need.  

 

It would be remiss of me if I didn’t mention the Early Years Open Day on Friday 13th January. So please if 

you know of anyone looking for a good nursery or school for that matter, please inform them and get 

them to contact the school. 

 

Finally, may I wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 


