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7 July 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

 

As we round off another very happy and successful year it’s quite poignant to remember the hardship 

we’ve all endured during the COVID two years and the way the children have bounced back so 

successfully. I need to take this opportunity to thank all parents for playing their part in their children’s 

learning during that period and continuing to support the school and follow the various procedures and 

systems related to that time. I for one, know that the staff will join me in expressing our relief to be 

once again back to normal and enjoying the pleasures of face to face interactions. This was highlighted 

on Grandparents’ Day where we had over 170 grandparents in attendance, much to the joy of the 

children and staff.  

 

The staff have been magnificent this year and every day I am thankful to them for the commitment and 

dedication they display in the work place each and every day. It is truly a privilege to be working with 

such a strong team who are all passionate about the teaching and pastoral care that we are reputed to 

be so good at. Sadly, we say goodbye to Hannah Ovenden who has been a loyal parent over a fourteen-

year period as well as her eight-year tenure as a member of staff. Hannah has St Faith’s running through 

her veins and has been a loyal and trusted friend and colleague to us all, and we will miss her but wish 

her well in retirement. We also say goodbye to Sammy Smart-Wood in Nursery who did her training and 

has worked at St Faith’s for ten years. She has also had two children in nursery and has been a very 

supportive parent over the years. 

 

Many apologies for the works taking place over the last two weeks but we need to be mindful that the 

three new classroom conversions have to be completed for the beginning of next term when the purple 

and gold army return. Hopefully by then, work will have started on the new Sports Hall which should 

take a year in the making. I am so excited about this major investment in the school and was very 

appreciative of the unexpected support we got from our neighbours regarding the planning application 

which was granted six weeks earlier than expected. This facility will undoubtedly help us to enhance our 

school site as well as delivery of the curriculum even further and I very much look forward to being the 

Headmaster in situ at the opening this time next year. Whilst construction is in progress we will work 

hard to ensure that the learning will not be inconvenienced for the children. 

 

Throughout the year I have observed the children partaking in all areas of the curriculum and been 

impressed with the Kent Test passes which continue to be high, the amount of scholarships that have 

been offered, the high standard of music and sport we deliver as well as the beautiful art and 

entertaining drama, and my gratitude and admiration goes to our specialist teachers who bring great 

success and kudos to St Faith’s.  
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Finally, may I wish you all a fabulous holiday and one without cancelled or delayed flights and ferries. I 

hope that you all return refreshed and safe, and ready to meet the challenges of a new academic year. 

May I also take this opportunity to wish the current Year 5 pupils well in their preparation over the 

summer holidays for the Kent Test which they will sit in the first full week back in September. Please be 

assured that it will be well worth all the hard work and effort you put in! 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 

 

 

 


