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5 January 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to you all, for what I hope will be more of a community-based calendar year with parents, 

staff and children coming together as one.  I was initially quite nervous that the government might 

impose another school closure but very relieved that they have considered the risk against impact to 

everyone and kept us open and available to our children who have already missed too much due to this 

pandemic.  We start the first day on a very positive note with year groups mixing for the STEAM day and 

virtually the whole school attending The Marlowe for Jack and the Beanstalk on Friday.  Whilst I still 

require parents to wear masks if they enter any buildings and make appointments if they do so, we will 

be trialling the presence of parents once again live for class assemblies and musical concerts (if they LFT 

and wear masks) which might herald the start of welcoming parents back into school under controlled 

conditions for even more events.  We are of course subject and vulnerable to what pressures there might 

be on the NHS and further government restrictions but only time will tell. 

 

The greatest threat to the school is staff absence and the very best parents can do to help us in this 

regard is to keep your children at home if they are ill.  Coughs and colds can spread very quickly and 

even if it isn’t COVID it can lead to absence for staff and children if they have to be sent home for a PCR 

test.  I am however, pleased to say that since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period 

for people who record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most 

circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason.  Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and 

day 7 of their self-isolation period.  Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required 

to complete 10 full days of self-isolation.  The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-

isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart.  This also applies to children under 5, with LFD 

testing at parental or guardian discretion.  If both these test results are negative, and there is no high 

temperature, the self-isolation may end after the second negative test result from day 8. 

 

Lessons and work will continue to be provided for children who are absent but as mentioned before staff 

will need 24 hours’ notice to prepare for this provision.  One of the most challenging aspects for teachers 

of this pandemic has been to share their presence with children in school and those at home, and I hope 

you will all be very understanding of this. Without a doubt our staff have gone above and beyond 

throughout the last two years and I have been proud of their efforts and willingness to adapt.  

 

At the moment, the Year 4 and 5 residentials to Carroty Wood are going ahead and we do intend to have 

a summer Camp in school for Years 3-6. Sadly, Young Voices has been postponed but we are confident 

that the children are not going to miss out and the event will be rescheduled. As for the Ski Trip and 

Year 6 French Trip, they are looking unlikely but we will make a decision at a later date and we are 

looking for an appropriate Year 6 replacement experience.  
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Regardless of it all, the teachers are ready and excited for the start of the school term and the school 

site is all cleaned and tidied for the welcome invasion of our purple and gold army.  I hope that you all 

had wonderful family Christmas and a riotous New Year’s Eve and are ready for the exciting times to 

come in 2022. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 


