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8 July 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

 

We have managed to reach the end of another busy year successfully with tears of joy but tinged 

with sadness.  Happily, we see large cohorts of children transition to their new classes in 

September we say a sadgoodbye to the Year 6 purple and gold regiment, many of whom I’ve 

shared eight happy years with. It’s always difficult to say our farewells but we can do this with 

pride as we have every confidence that we have prepared them well for their next stage in 

education.  With over 90% being offered a grammar school place and a myriad of scholarships 

awarded including, Academic, Art, Music and Sport, we can hold our heads high each year 

knowing that the quality of education we provide is commensurate with the many skills and 

talents of our wonderful children. A recent visitor commented at the end of their tour by saying, 

“I’ve never known such happiness in a school before”.  As you are all aware, I strongly believe 

that if a child is happy, they will undoubtedly learn and reach their potential and beyond.  

 

Regardless of COVID-19 we managed to fulfil a large number of our calendar events and the 

children didn’t miss out on too much.  We did however, really miss the parental presence and 

without a doubt that aspect of audience participation in concerts, assemblies, sport and other 

school events will hopefully return in the next academic year.  Whilst I am aware that we could 

have had a small number of parents in attendance for outdoor events I was unable to risk it in 

order that I might safely keep the school open for Nursery and tutorials over the Summer 

holidays, and just couldn’t risk infection and school closure.  Knowing that a number of schools 

have closed early due to COVID-19 I feel confident that I have made the right decisions. 

  

Sadly, we say goodbye to Jonathan Dunn and finally Hilary Rosenz (who just can’t stay away) and 

I won’t be alone in missing their warm and supportive presence.  Hilary has been with us for over 

thirty years and more recently retired after a bout of serious illness only to return very willingly 

to help support a child. Jonathan was one of my first appointees as the new Headmaster at St 

Faith’s and has given the staff and myself tremendous support gained from wisdom and 

experience himself as a Head.  He has also provided a technical experience and support through 

the various lockdowns enabling us to provide a very successful and efficient online home learning 

experience for all.  Next term we welcome onto the teaching team Amy Cavanagh into Year 4 and 

Fiona Richardson in Year 1.  We also welcome back Penny Bernard who will be a Teaching 

Assistant in Year 3 and Sammy Smart-Wood into Nursery. Sammy completed her training as an 

Early Years Practitioner many years ago with us and then continued to work at St Faith’s until the 

birth of her two young children.   

May I take this opportunity to wish Duncan Andrews good luck with his internal promotion to 

Deputy Head of Pastoral Care with all the new challenges in front of him in September.  Duncan 

will also be responsible for the delivery of IT across the curriculum and Safeguarding, and so your 

children will be in good hands.  
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Finally, may I wish you all a wonderful summer holiday and hope that the sun will come out for 

you all wherever you may be visiting.  Hopefully the rain we have experienced over the last few 

weeks will have dispersed and you can all hit the beaches with a vengeance after such a 

prolonged period of lockdowns over the past 18 months. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster     

 

 

 

 


