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10 December 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

May I start by saying a big thank you to you all for being so understanding and patient with me regarding 

having to go online with our Christmas Events at the end of this term. This was not my initial plan, for 

my intention was to open up the school to parents for the usual indoor events in the lead up to 

Christmas. Unfortunately, outbreaks of COVID infection throughout all year groups made this unviable 

but Duncan Andrews managed to deliver a quality virtual experience. This meant that you ALL had front 

row seats and a better acoustic experience than in the live performances. Regardless of this, please be 

assured that as soon as it is safe enough to do so, we will be more than delighted and keen to welcome 

you back into our assemblies, plays, competitions and community events. 

With a whole school STEAM Day followed the next day with everyone going to The Marlowe to see Jack 

and the Beanstalk, the first two days of next term look to be very exciting and a taste of what I hope is 

to come for 2022. As winter eases and the better weather approaches I have every confidence that we 

can shake this infection off and get back to complete normality, and I have to admit that we have had a 

pretty enjoyable term due to a magnificent vaccination programme managed by the NHS. Well done to 

all our parents who work for the NHS, we are very proud of you! 

The staff at St Faith’s continue to go above and beyond, and their commitment and loyalty is without 

question. They are an incredibly strong team and I often brim with pride and joy at what they achieve 

for your children. Our common room continues to remain settled and consistently secure (unlike many 

schools in the area) with staff retention at St Faith’s high. As a result, our children are happy, 

challenged and safe, and fly the flag for our school within the immediate and surrounding community. 

Because of this, good word has spread about the school and we have seen a record number of 

prospective parents for this time of the year. Also, due to the success of our nursery and our 11+ 

successes we are seeing a very healthy cohort coming through into Reception and now have to extend 

the size of our Year 1 and 2 rooms for this coming September.  

Music is now developing into my realms of fantasy as our children achieve heights equivocal of GCSE 

standards and well beyond the expectations of our age ranges. Paul Ainsworth sees potential in every 

child and has aspirations for your children that any specialist musical institution would be proud of. 

Senior schools are desperate to sign up our talented musicians and many of our children are continuing to 

achieve handsome scholarships in this area. Likewise, our LAMDA pupils excel and continue to achieve 

amazing results, well done to Claire Beddow and her many little actors and actresses.  

Sport is back with a vengeance and it’s been quite thrilling to see our children and teams pitting their 

wits, strength and agility once again against other schools and children. As usual, our purple and gold 

army continue to battle it out and win against bigger schools, and this is always so commendable, as 

witnessed in the recent McCarthy Cup exploits where we were finally foiled by the dreaded penalty shoot 

outs. 
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It has been an incredibly long and challenging term for all and so finally I’d like to wish you all a very 

enjoyable holiday and Christmas celebrations. We really do need to party and have fun in preparation for 

what will be a wonderful 2022.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 
 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 

 

 


