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11 December 2020 

Dear Parents 

Unlike most schools in the area, we’ve managed to reach the end of term virtually unscathed in terms of quarantining classes, 

year groups or bubbles. This is due mainly, to the sensible approach parents have had in tandem with school procedures and 

policies that have helped us to minimise risk. As a result, our most important resource, the teachers have been protected and 

able to carry on with their duties allowing us to remain open. Once again, I must applaud the parent/school partnership which 

makes St Faith’s one of the most successful prep schools in Kent. 

Whilst I acknowledge that not all of my decisions have been popular and I haven’t been my usual accommodating self, I have 

made every effort to maintain and balance the safety of all children and staff whilst continuing to provide a varied and 

expansive curriculum that is inimitable to St Faith’s, and also exciting and challenging for the children.  

Having said that, it’s vital for you all to know that where there have been Covid19 related decisions to be made I have not acted 

alone and always taken brief from Public Health, and followed their guidance. When it has become extremely challenging, I 

have always resorted to the ‘If’ poem by Rudyard Kipling which has invigorated me and given me a renewed confidence in how I 

manage situations and make important decisions, regardless of criticism. Such a great and inspiring poem! 

We have missed the live parent/teacher interactions and assemblies, the excursions, matches and competitions with other 

schools, and whilst we have had to make these sacrifices we have gained in other respects. Family has taken precedence over 

work, school is now a much more appreciated venue for all children and staff, and friendships are very much more valued. 

However, even though we will never return to how we were before I am confident that the Spring Term will bring more 

positivity, joy and hope for the future and our children.  

Whilst we have no sporting achievements to boast of against other schools the children have continued to enjoy a full and 

balanced sporting programme with internal house and team matches to satisfy the competitive lust of the children. Music has 

however, continued unabated with orchestras, choirs and ensembles in year group bubbles. Concerts, Nativity plays, Carol 

Service and musical performances, have all been accessible on Teams and I have been impressed with the large parent 

audiences assembled on screen. Twenty-two children took part in the ABRSM exams and we are eagerly awaiting the results. As 

the years progress our musical successes become even greater with more and more children accessing a myriad of different 

instruments.  

Staffing wise, we retain the status quo for the new year but with a new Modern Foreign Languages teacher, Leanne Steed 

joining our ranks. We are extremely fortunate to have someone of Leanne’s teaching pedigree leading our children in such an 

important aspect of the curriculum with so many languages to offer the children, and as a Parish Councillor she will be a great 

ambassador for us in the village.  

The final week has seen a vast array of entertainment with House Treat Day, Christmas Lunch, Party Day, Carol Service, 

Reception Nativity and Year 1 Christmas Show. To see so many happy smiley faces was a sheer joy to me and a good note to end 

this very challenging term on.  

I hope you all have a lovely holiday and Christmas, and manage to see as much of the extended family as possible, given all the 

restrictions we are experiencing. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 
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Canterbury, CT3 2HH 
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