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10 February 2020 

Dear Parents, 
  
At St Faith’s Prep we believe that good handwriting is vital, and that the teaching of a cursive script from an early age 
benefits the child throughout their school life and into adulthood. Part of this is introducing the children to pens in 
Year 4 and supporting them in their use of an appropriate pen through Year 5 and 6, in preparation for secondary 
school. By the end of Year 4 and throughout Years 5 and 6, children are expected to use a pen for all writing except 
in Maths. 
  
We request that the children use a particular sort of pen that helps them write comfortably and also ensures that 
their work is clear and presented consistently. We thought that it would be helpful to clarify which type of pen is 
suitable for school use. 
  
As detailed in the year group handbooks, children in Years 5 & 6 are expected to use their own ink pen with royal 
blue ink cartridges. This includes Stabilo Handwriting pens, which have replaceable cartridges and can be 
particularly useful for left-handed writers. If a pen is lost or broken, Manuscript handwriting pens will be provided by 
the school for the day. Occasionally, Frixion pens are permitted by the Head of Learning Enhancement for children 
with specific learning difficulties. Some children worry about not being able to rub out but it is important for us and 
for them to be able to see the improvements they have made to their work. To this end, ink erasers and Tippex- type 
products are not allowed. 
  
For Year 5 & 6 parents, we would be grateful if you could check that your child has an ink pen with a supply of 
cartridges as detailed above. Fine-liners, gel pens, ‘biro’ pens and eraser pens are not allowed in class or homework 
books. Children in Year 4 are provided with a Manuscript pen when they need one. However they may, if they wish, 
bring in their own pen as long as it fulfils the criteria above. All pens should be clearly named. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher to discuss this, or Mrs Harrop if 
you feel that your child needs a Frixion pen. 
  
Kind regards 
  
  
  
Yvette Allen 
Head of English 
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