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2 September 2019 

Dear Parents  

 

A very warm welcome back to you all and may I say how relieved I am for you all to return safe and 

sound from your various adventures and travels.  The grounds are all beautifully manicured, new desks 

have been ordered for some classrooms and tables for the dining room, and we are now eagerly awaiting 

the return of the children.  

  

I’d like to start by welcoming three new staff to St Faith’s. Firstly, Katie Ross returns to teach in Year 2, 

two children later from what seems to be a very long maternity leave.  We also welcome Lindsey Tucker 

who is to be our new Year 1 teacher.  Lindsey joins us with a wealth of experience in teaching and brings 

her father Stephen as a bonus, who is keen to do voluntary work in Sport and the Nature Garden.  

Finally, Jenna Smith will be replacing Leslie Cobb in Upper Nursery.  It is also appropriate at this point to 

mention Hilary Rosenz who after bravely battling cancer throughout the last academic year discovered 

that a secondary tumor had appeared in her lung.  Bravely, Hilary has had this removed over the summer 

holiday and returns fit for work for the beginning of this term.  She will be working three days a week 

(and more knowing her!) as a TA in Year 2, and committing herself fully to the school in her usual 

inimitable fashion.  

 

The start of the new term brings many new exciting aspects to school life and this year is no exception as 

we unveil a number of new and improved resources for our children.  Firstly, Mr Dunn’s old Computer 

Room has been transformed into a STEAM room complete with a bank of computers, large work top space 

and new tables set up to encourage collaborative work.  The room will be used by pupils in Year 1 

upwards for their termly STEAM projects.  STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 

and Maths, and the children will have to work collaboratively in their termly projects which aim to 

mirror ‘real life’ problems that require the application of all the STEAM subjects to create solutions and 

solve the problems the children will be faced with in future years.  Furthermore, it will be home to 

weekly Art lessons, which from Year 3 upwards are going to be taught by our Art specialist Mrs Bowyer 

who holds a degree in Fine Art and has previously taught the subject at A Level.  The children will 

benefit greatly from her wisdom and expertise.  

 

Computing has moved to the Year 6 block and as a school we have invested in 18 brand new Surface Go’s 

ensuring we are at the forefront of improving pupils computing skills and setting them up for the digital 

world of work they will find themselves in.  In preparation, Mr Dunn has undertaken more than 50 hours 

of Microsoft training during the summer holiday’s to ensure we are leading the field in the delivery of 

computing. 

 

Our Nature Garden has developed rapidly over the past two years and this summer has seen the creation 
of a pond, which by half term we hope to be brimming with plants and fish.  This resource is already 
improving how we can deliver Science lessons, and children right from Lower Nursery to Year 6 will 
continue to plant, grow and study nature in a diverse, safe and nurturing environment.  The school have 
also gained a grant for a wooden gazebo to be erected in the coming weeks and we would like to invite 
all parents to come and explore what’s behind the gate at the bottom of the car park at our next open 
morning on Saturday 12th October.  
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Following recent discussions with SLT we have decided to reduce the amount of charities we support 

with each house championing just one charity a year and the school as a whole supporting some selected 

National fund raising events.  Over and above these charities, we would appreciate it if the school was 

not approached for anything else.  We are keen to promote community responsibility but have no wish to 

overload families with constant requests for donations.  

 

I’d very much like to give a warm welcome to the new families joining us this year and trust that you will 

embrace them and nurture new friendships. It is always very stressful for anyone joining a new setting 

and I have every confidence that you will all make it a very enjoyable and eventful joining process for 

them all.  

 

Finally, I’d like to wish the Year 6s the very best of luck with their Kent and Dover 11+ assessments next 

week and promise that the light is now at the end of the tunnel and they have a very exciting and 

creative year ahead of them. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 
 

 

 


