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Dear Parents 

Welcome back to a new term and many very exciting times ahead. As usual, we have been busy 

over the Easter holidays preparing for this new term and it’s always such a pleasure to see the 

children return to appreciate all the preparation and hard work that has been undertaken.  

An industrial quality carpet has been fitted in the house to deal with the daily throughput of 

young feet. New blinds have been fitted in Year 4 and 5, and a new wall has been erected for Mr 

Clark’s yard. The swimming pool has been power hosed, cleaned and refilled ready for 

swimming when the summer weather arrives. Mr Solley arranged for two ponds to be dug in the 

Nature Garden and once a safety fence has been erected we will be filling it with frogs, newts 

and other slimy creatures.  Hopefully a good number of families will be joining us, with Mr 

McCann and his digger, on the first Saturday of term to rejuvenate the Nature garden and dig 

the vegetable patch over. This is proving to be a wonderful resource for the whole school from 

Lower Nursery right through to Year 6. 

Gemma Minter will be starting her maternity leave in May and I am delighted to welcome Amy 

Doble to cover for this period. Amy is young and charismatic, highly qualified, and brings a great 

deal of experience to the role. Duncan Andrews must also be congratulated for promotion to the 

SLT as Head of Enrichment and Sustainability. He will be responsible for championing St Faith’s 

as an eco-friendly school and enriching the curriculum in terms of STEAM. He is also briefed to 

roll this out across the nine Wishford schools. We aim to be a school that will educate our 

children in preserving the environment and ensuring that they move onto their next stage of 

education with a generous awareness of what is required to achieve this.  

With so many exciting events ahead like Sports and Speech Days, Flower Festival, Grandparent’s 

and Open Days, Summer Fair and Music Concerts it is no wonder that our children returned with 

a passion and enthusiasm.  

However, this is always balanced with a sadness, as we realise that our Year 6s, many of whom 

have been with us for eight years, will be leaving to move onto their next stage of education. It 

will therefore be a time for transition for them and we have many thrilling experiences planned 

to help them through this time. They will be travelling to France with myself and Madame 

Stokes for a week of French culture and adventure where we have the whole of Chateau de 

Warsy to ourselves, camping with Year 6s from the other eight Wishford Schools at Hatherop 

Castle and of course their traditional sell out play ‘Alibaba and the Bongo Bandits’ as well as the 

much looked forward to cricket and rounders match against the staff and parents. 
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Finally, we say our farewells to them at the leaver’s party finale where they get their last 

chance to push their Headmaster into the swimming pool, a greatly prized and strangely savored 

tradition.  

May I thank you all for your continued support and being so loyal and committed to ensuring 

that our partnership is a healthy and happy one. Please remember that my door is always open 

to you should you have any questions or concerns, or just wish to come in and have a chat! 

Kind regards 

 

Lawrence Groves 

  


