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10 January 2019 

Dear Parents 

 

I do hope that you all had a fantastic Christmas and New Year’s Eve and would like to extend a 

warm welcome back to you all for the new term.  

 

Over the holidays we put new carpet into the Year 4 and 5 block, much to the delight of the 

children, and at half term we will be also replacing the old blinds with new. Due to the fact that 

there has been little development around the school it has allowed us to deep clean all the 

classrooms and other facilities around the school. 

 

Unlike many other schools in the area our staff common room continues to thrive and remain 

solid, stable and loyal, and this was highlighted in our recent trip to the first Wishford 

Conference at Westonbirt School where our staff exhibited strong camaraderie and 

teamsmanship throughout the weekend. Our team met with other teachers from nine other 

Wishford schools in subject or age appropriate groups to discuss various aspects of further 

improving our teaching and ultimately developing pupil’s learning, as well as share ideas about 

best practice from the wealth of experience across our schools. 

 

At the end of the conference Mark Stevenson, author, broadcaster and expert on global trends 

and innovation, spoke honestly and candidly about how schools are charged with the most 

important task of training the leaders and decision makers of the future. It is no secret that the 

world is changing rapidly and the use of technology is shaping the way we work now and into the 

future. 

 

To facilitate change and the emergence of Artificial Intelligence and Virtual Reality we need 

energetic, solution orientated young people who are capable of higher order thinking, and so 

teachers will be putting this at the heart of their lessons.  Alongside these skills we need to 

ensure we are developing children’s emotional intelligence and empathy whilst giving them the 

opportunity to think and learn in a creative and innovative way.  

 

Mark’s presentation confirmed that the direction in which St Faith’s is moving with its teaching 

and learning is very much in line with current thinking on what the future holds for our children. 

These are exciting times at St Faith’s and for education in general and we left the conference 

feeling fully motivated and supported by Wishford and as a team, we felt even more enthused 

to support and guide our pupils in this ever-changing world.  
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A whole school STEAM investigation on our first day heralded the start to a jammed packed term 

with many exciting events including the School Reading Competition, St Faith’s Got Talent, 

Young Voices at the O2, Easter Disco, Ski Trip as well as the Year 4 and 5 trips to Carroty Wood 

to mention but a few. 

 

Please be assured that we continue to meet all challenges with a positivity and have a passion 

to provide the best possible educational experience for your children.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 

 


