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14 December 2018 
 

Dear Parents 
 
I remember starting the term in September and then blinked to discover we are already at the end of the term.  It 
has all gone by in a whirlwind of activity, and in a very positive and entertaining style.  
 
This last week included the usual run up to Christmas with a delicious Christmas Lunch (and thankfully the children 
enjoyed this as much as the staff enjoyed their Christmas party), the wondrous Carol Service, the spectacular Year 
1 and 2 show as well as the traditional Christingle at St Nicholas Church managed and organised by our very 
talented Year 2 children. At the beginning of the week we also had an ABRSM examiner in to assess our musicians 
and I am again hopeful for some more grade 5 successes.  To end the week, we were all thoroughly entertained by 
a professional group called The Panto Company with Aladdin.  All this, and we have had the usual teaching routine, 
and managed to beat the coughs, colds and tummy bugs which are beginning to surface in other local schools.  
 
At the beginning of the term we held the Kent Test at school, then attended the Head’s appeals in Sittingbourne 
and now await some parental appeals in the summer.  Regardless, we are the envy of many schools and have 
experienced our usual impressive successes, and the school goes from strength to strength academically with some 
major scholarships (Performing Arts, Sport and Music) to local independent schools already being awarded, and with 
more to come. 
 
Our staff are on a mission to empower and nurture your children, and continue to be totally dedicated, loyal and 
committed to the St Faith’s cause.  In January they travel up to one of our sister schools Westonbirt in 
Gloucestershire for a conference involving all Wishford schools.  Our team of Jonathan Dunn, Helen Coombs, 
Yvonne Harrop and Duncan Andrews have all been asked to manage INSETs for the day to present to staff from 
around the schools reflecting the strength and quality in depth that we have in our staff room.  I am so privileged 
to manage such a talented team with impressive colourful personalities who all have the best interests at heart for 
your children.  
 
Next term we are already anticipating preparing for and looking forward to major events like the Year 4 and 5 trips 
to Carroty Wood, Ski Trip, Year 6 trip to The Marlowe to see War Horse, Year 5 Young Voices at the O2, whole 
school Reading Competition, House Music Competition, World Book Day, two Twilight Concerts and the Chamber 
Choir singing at Canterbury Cathedral as the 'pièce de résistance’.  
 
Over the holidays we will be carpeting the Year 4 and 5 classroom block and early in the New Year we have been 
given the go ahead to put new blinds in these classrooms as well as buying more new classroom desks and tables for 
the dining room.  Mr Clark’s yard will also be re-fenced and gated to give it a more aesthetic look.  
 
I wish you all a very merry Christmas and happy New Year, and trust that you will all be happy, safe and rested 
over this festive period for what will be a bumper 2019.  
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lawrence B R Groves 
Headmaster 

5 The Street, Ash 

Canterbury, CT3 2HH 

01304 813409  
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