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STEAM DAY 
“This doesn’t feel like school but I know I’m learning? Did you know that the capital of Nepal is Kathmandu?” Daniel 
Yr 2.  
 
Tomato fever gripped the Upper School on Monday as the children took part in the first of three STEAM challenge 
days. What is STEAM I hear you cry again? It is Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths taught through a 
project requiring children to solve a real world problem. 
  
Our problem today was that of the Nepalese tomato farmers, who grow their crop high on the fertile land of the 
mountain but need to transport it down to the lowland in order to sell the produce at market and make a living for 
their families. The roads in Nepal make it very dangerous to transport goods so the children were challenged to 
create another way of transferring their precious produce. 
  
Before the children got creating, they took part in four workshops to give them a greater understanding of Nepalese 
life and the context the challenge was taking place in. This is a fundamental for STEAM projects. Malcolm Harris of 
www.worldawarenesseducation.com spoke in our morning assembly and led small group workshops in which children 
handled Nepalese artefacts and learnt more about the way of life in Nepal. Mr Mackenzie and Mrs Gibbs ran special 
Maths session looking at the weight needed to squash a tomato (11kg in one instance) whilst Mr Andrews and  
Mr Ainsworth taught children about the growing of tomatoes and the tomato plant’s life cycle. The other session 
required children to use QR codes and the ipads to research what life is like in Nepal ahead of their meeting with 
Malcolm.  
  
The afternoon was a hive of activity with our intrepid children who worked in their houses and mixed year group as 
they designed, built, modified and evaluated their creations. It was extremely pleasing to see our children bonding 
and forging new friendships due to the shake-up in groups. There were tomatoes travelling down children’s 
homemade models everywhere you looked! I’ve heard of crying over spilt milk and must applaud the children for 
their resilience in smiling at the inevitable squashed tomato. At the end of the day, 

Malcolm gave feedback to each group and showed them 
how the Nepalese engineers had created an aerial rope 
way system which uses gravity to transport full baskets 
down the mountain and carry empty ones to the top. The 
day was a huge success and the Upper School children 
can’t wait for the next challenge, ‘Ditch the Dirt’, which 
will take place in January.  

 

Head’s Corner 
 
 

I am a little bit despondent today as I was 
heading for my second golden ball on the 
last break of the week when Mali and Krish 
convincingly beat me. The pleasure they 
gave other table tennis combatants was 
plain to hear and see. But I will bounce 
back, because I CAN AND I WILL! We’ve had 
a great start to the term and the weather is 
with us, so we look forward to our first 
matches and House Cross Country next 
week.  
 
It was fantastic to see so many of you at 
the Parent Introduction Evenings this week 
and apart from having to 
sit in small chairs I hope 
you all enjoyed your 
sessions with the class 
teacher and found them to 
be informative. 

Friends of St Faith’s 
 

Welcome back to the new school year and what is set to be 
another busy term for the Friends of St Faith’s. Please let me know 
if you are aware of any other parents at St Faith’s who would like 
to be added to our list of Friends or if you have moved on from the 
school and/or would like to be removed from this email 
distribution group.  
 
As you may have seen from the WhatsApp group, we are planning 
the first Friends meeting on Tuesday next week (September 18) at 
the new time of 4pm, but in the usual place – which is in the 
upstairs of the former headmaster’s house. You are welcome to 
leave your children in the after-school club, which I believe will be 
free of charge to those attending the meeting. 
 
Vicky and I are looking forward to seeing you there and discussing 
the exciting plans for events such as the fireworks evening, the 
Christmas Fair and the IQ Christmas cards. It would also be good to 
discuss timings and a venue for a social dinner for the Friends.  

 
Please feel free to make suggestions and 
recommendations as all ideas for fundraising, 
events and socials are welcome! 
     
Vicky and Emma 
 
 
Victoria.crocker@sfaithsprep.com 

Emmabatch05@gmail.com 
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Sport Report 
 

Meet our 2018/19 Sport Prefects.  
 
These two are very excited to start their new prefect role. During the 
year, they will attend regular meetings with Miss Arman to plan more     
opportunities within sport. Their first exciting task is to plan and deliver a 
lunchtime sports club which focuses on keeping our children active during 
their lunchtimes.   
They both have some very creative ideas which I'm sure everyone is going 
to love. A message from them: 
  
“We are really looking forward to running our own sports club, and we will 
make it as much fun as possible”... Keep your eyes peeled for what their 
next idea may be.  

Nursery 
 

As the leaves begin to fall and the nights are closing in, the Upper Nursery  
children have been learning about Harvest.  In conjunction with our STEAM day 
on Monday we looked at where apples come from, how they grow and what they 
taste like (as it turned out-quite good!)  To finish the day, the children donned 
their aprons and did some apple printing. 

Maths 
 
The start of any New Year can be a daunting prospect but Year 5 seems to be feared more than any other (I 
am sure that there are some fictitious horror stories spread by the older pupils on the playground!). Howev-
er, our new Year 5 students have realised that Year 5 is just like any other year here at St Faith’s – full of 

challenge, hard work but most importantly fun! 
 
This week, the Year 5s (when not busy squishing tomatoes in the wonderful 
STEAM day) have been using manipulatives to prove and explain their 
understanding of the four main operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division). The pupils have really impressed with their  
ability to reason, discuss and identify misconceptions and errors – skills which 
will be essential as they now apply their understanding to a Mastery level 
throughout the rest of the year! 

Reception 
Introducing the Woodland Explorers 

 
Reception would like to introduce you to our new 
‘Early Years Explorers’ programme. So who or what 
are the ‘Explorers?’  Well, they are a group of  
woodland animals who live in the forest.  Each  
creature opens up a whole world of learning through 
exploration and purposeful play and, as we travel 
through our journey in Reception, each character will 
have an important part to play; Mathematical Mouse 
will be helping us to learn all about the concept of 
numbers, shapes and measures whilst Deciding Deer 
will encourage the children to reflect on the choices 

that they make. This week the children have been very excited to learn more about 
Busy Bee and Friendly Frog; Fred said “The frog helps us to look after each other and be kind.” Who will we 
meet next week?...keep looking in the newsletter to find out. 

School Introduction Evenings  
 
New and existing parents were welcomed into St Faith’s this week to learn about the coming academic year at the Year 
Group welcome meetings. Whether starting their St Faith’s journey or well on their way through the school, parents 
were encouraged to find out about timetables, subject teaching and topics taught in the Humanities, Arts, STEAM and 
Science. An introduction or revision of phonics teaching and how to support children when reading will prove invaluable 
as well as a reminder of how St Faith’s provides a wealth of learning opportunities both inside and outside the  
classroom. The all important school trips (or adventures) were shared with parents as was the reassurance that the  
children will grow not only academically but also socially and emotionally in our nurturing supportive community. 
Parents were encouraged to ask questions and were reminded of our ‘open door’ policy ensuring the partnership with 
parents remains key to the academic progress and wellbeing of each and every pupil. 



Clubs & Hobbies  

 
 
 

 Head Boy & Girl’s Teaser! 
          

Guess the LOGO 
 
 
 
      

 Deputy Head Boy & Girl’s                    
Teaser! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Why do French people eat snails? 

Week commencing 17 September 2018 
 

MONDAY 
2.00pm House cross country 
 
TUESDAY 
8.30am Pilates 
2.15pm First class Reception photos 
 
WEDNESDAY 
9.00am Yr 6 KS3 Experience Day at St   
   Edmunds 
2.00pm U10 Girls hockey vs Wellesley House 
   AWAY 
 
THURSDAY 
9.00am Year 4 trip to Sandwich 
2.00pm U9 A & B Boys football vs Spring  
   Grove HOME 
 
FRIDAY 
9.00am Year 4 trip to Deal 
2.00pm U11 Girls hockey vs Dover College  
   AWAY 

READING SHELF 
 

 

The following children completed reading shelves 
this week: 

Honor Leberl, Nicholas Fox, Mabel McGuirk, 
James Cutting, Edward Dove, Oscar Irwin, 

Freya Ralph, Darcey Powell, 
Mali Nicholls 

 
 
 

Week Commencing 17.09.18 

Monday   

Art Club Yr 2-6 YES 

Gym Upper Nursery upwards  YES 

Multi Sport Yr R - 1 (first half term only) YES 

Music (During School hours) YES 

Tennis Rec, Yr 1, 5 & 6 YES 

Tuesday   

Chess Yr 2-6 YES 

Dance Pixies & Fairies Ballet up to Yr 1   YES 

Drama Upper School Yr 2-6 YES 

Football Yr 1 - 3 (first half term only) YES 

French Yr 3,4 &5 YES 

LAMDA (During school hours) YES 

Music (During School hours) YES 

Wednesday   

Dance Ballet & Jazz Yr 2 upwards YES 

Fencing Yr 2-6 (8.00am - 8.45am) YES 

LAMDA (During School hours) YES 

Music (During School hours) YES 

Musical Theatre Yr 2 - 6 YES 

Netball Yr 3 - 6 YES 

Thursday   

Computers Yr 4-6  YES 

Football Yr 4 - 6 (first half term only) YES 

Music (During School hours) YES 

Tennis Yrs 2, 3 & 4 YES 

Friday   

Music (During School hours) YES 

  
BOOK REVIEW 

Biggles—review by Mr Groves 
 

As someone who spends the majority of 
my time reading policies, procedures, 
minutes and letters I need a little bit of 
light relief from it all and so a good  
simple down to earth thriller suits me 
just fine.  
As a boy I was really into Biggles by  
W E Johns and with nearly hundred  
Biggles adventures to choose from I was 
in seventh heaven. Nowadays the  
closest I can get is a Jack Reacher  
thriller written by Lee Childs and I like 

nothing more than reading one of these books  
resplendent on a comfy sunbed after a long day of  
eating, snorkelling and sunbathing. They are action- 
packed and, as the action flows throughout, one page  
after another, I am unable to put the book down until 
it’s finished.  



CHILDREN’S  ACHIEVEMENTS  
               OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL  
Noah Van der Stam Moyo achieved stage 7 
in the ASA Learn to Swim award 
 
Freddie Heffer achieved 25 metres in the 
Swim England awards 
 
Lottie Rush received Distinction 
certificates for Grade 2 in Ballet, Tap, 
Modern and Irish Dancing 
 
Harry Evans entered a competition in a 
horse show and won his first class with two 
clear rounds. He also successfully completed 
the library challenge and read six books to 
complete it over the summer holidays 
 
Josh Tucker received trophies from 
Woodnesborough FC for U8s most improved 
player & Manager’s player. 
 
Eliot Tucker received a trophy from 
Woodnesborough FC for U9s most improved 
player and a medal for being part of the 
winning team in the PACE football 
tournament 
 
Jasmine McGuirk achieved distinction in 
the BDI grade 1 Ballet & grade 1 Tap 
 
Safiya Van Ritbergen achieved level 4 in 
the Swim England awards 

    MUSIC STAR OF THE WEEK 
 

Mya Wood for her excellent rhythm 
clapping 

SPORTS STAR OF THE WEEK 
 
 
 

Harry Ford 

GOLDEN  BALL 
Mali Nicholls 

Krish Parthban 
Harper Skudder-Acaster 

 

Birthdays 
 

Emily Daw, Alice Thomlinson, Edward Vince, 
Anaïs Andrews, Poppy Andrews, Alex Wynn, 

Chloe Russell, Thomas Harrop 

These children are Stars of the week for all their effort in class 

RB Bertie Hampshire For a settled start to Reception and being a wonderful ‘friendly frog’ 

RR Amelia Coles For settling into her new class and being a ‘busy bee’ 

1CP Daisy Robinson For settling well in her new class and school 

1B Zara Van Ritbergen For settling into St Faith’s really well and working hard and always trying her best 

2E Max Rooke For a fantastic start to his term of being Form Captain 

2L Henry Bowyer For excellent English and settling into school well 

3B Lilly-Rae Gammon For being an excellent friend and using her initiative to help the teacher 

3F Alice Blease For a positive approach to starting Year 3 
4A Yasmin Amin For excellent effort in English this week 

4M James Cutting For an awesome start to Year 4 

5A Charlie Farquhar For a super start to Year 5 

5M Jeea Hothi For an excellent start to the new year 

6G Thomas Dowle For fabulous group work in STEAM 

6W Toby Strickland For showing maturity and empathy 

 

FRIEND OF THE WEEK 
Chloe Russell for looking after the new children 

even though she was not a shadow 
 

House House Points 
Ash 186 

Beech 210 

Oak 231 

Sycamore 200 

LOST & FOUND 
Harry Ford—bright blue Nike Neymar turf trainers 

missing from boot room  
Krishna Patel—Grey winter hat 

 
 


