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15 December 2017 

 

Dear Parents 

As the Christmas term comes to a sensational end with parties and celebrations, I feel inspired to write 

and let you know of the many thrilling events and occurrences that exemplify our wonderful school. 

We’ve had the usual singing displays of brilliance from the choir at the Carol Service, at Fenwick’s, 

Whitefriars and the Ash Nursing home. So far and wide is their reputation spreading that we are having 

to turn down a number of external requests for our children to sing. Music goes from strength to 

strength, and we now have three orchestras (String, Senior and Training), three choirs (Chamber, School 

and Lower), as well as singing, recorder and theory clubs, on top of whole school instrumental lessons 

during the curriculum. Well done Mr Ainsworth! 

Academically, the Year 6s have again achieved huge success in the Kent and Dover Tests, and once the 

parental appeals and scholarship results are made public I will inform you of the results. It also delights 

me that for a third year in a row we have come in The Times top one hundred independent schools for 

SATs results, a true reflection of the high standards we expect in the classroom.  

In sport, the children have unexpectedly accomplished outstanding achievements on the fields of play. 

Having experienced very successful teams last year due to some highly talented Year 6s, the emergent 

teams have had little chance for induction into what is a very competitive and tough round of 

tournaments and league games. However, a very young and inexperienced group of children have risen to 

the challenge and performed at an exceptionally high standard. In particular the girls have excelled in 

football and reached the finals of three tournaments, winning the most recent Spring Grove event. They 

lead the league at the moment and are a sheer joy to watch both on and off the pitch with their 

exemplary behaviour and sporting spirit. With Mr Burrett’s ‘sport for all’ approach the children are just 

thriving. 

The budding new starlets in Nursery continue to raise an eye brow or two and bring tears to our eyes 

with their performances in the Nativity plays with their confident but natural and innocent approach. 

With productions of ‘My First Nativity’ and The Sleepy Shepheard’ it was a joy to watch the pride and 

adulation expressed by very large parental audiences for these productions.  

Parental support continues to be amazing at the school, and the teacher/parent partnership is our ‘jewel 

in the crown’, founding the very core of the community spirit which pervades every nook and cranny of 

the school. Already this term we have had two major events, the Christmas Fair and Fireworks Night, 

successfully managed by our Friends who were strongly supported by all and sundry, ultimately helping 

to raise those little extras for the children and of course the intended new play area. 

Having worked so hard this term, the children have thoroughly deserved their reward to watch the 

Travelling Theatre perform Sleeping Beauty on our very own stage. This is always a wondrously loud and 

electrifying event, and I consider ourselves lucky to be able to have our very own performance. 
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So finally, may I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and may you enjoy your family 

time and replenish your energy reserves for yet another exciting and action packed Spring term.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Lawrence B R Groves 

Headmaster 


